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“* The Play’s the thing”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. 


Covent Garden and Drury Lane Theatres were both closed 
last night, which certainly is not a proof that a taste for music 
has made such rapid strides as we are taught to believe, for this 
is the first for many years when neither of the Patent Theatres 
has made an attempt to get up Musical Entertainments on the 
Wednesdays and Fridays during Lent. Forty years ago when 
the music gfven on those occasions was entirely sacred, there 
were three Theatres open, and all crowded. 

ST. JAMEs’s THEATRE.—It being forbidden by the authority 
of the Lord Chamberlain to give the usual entertainments, 
the proprietor made up a bill of fare last night, which, 
as far as it was’ permitted, was likely to suit the tasteof a 
mixed audience. The first part consisted of a Selection of Sacred 
Music, after which there were gymnastic feats by three very 
clever artists ; comic singing byHarley,&c.a MiscellaneousSelec- 
tion of Music ;, recitation by Miss Allison, and a tableau vivant 
of the murder of the Princes in the Tower; the whole forming 
an agreeable mélange, though for our own poor parts we cannot 
see why the usnal performance would have been more irreligious. 


ADELPHI.—The performances at this Theatre last night offer 
a perfect anomaly in dramatic affairs, as the entire entertainment 
was certainly as far removed from sacred matters as any that 
ever was presented on the stage ; yet this is connived at by the 
authorities, who would issue their veto against a moral Drama. 
We do not blame Mr. Yates, he does the best he can for himself, 
and is perfectly justified in sodoing. There was Rice jumping 
‘Jim Crow,’ J. Reeve singing his comic songs, Yates,3 his wife, 
and that clever little woman, Mrs. Fitzwilliam, acting or per- 
sonating a variety of characters illustrating a variety of passions, 
added to which the Bedouin Arabs exhibited their extraordi- 
nary feats. We should like to know what rendered this enter- 
tainment less profane than the usual performances, 

The Chichester Theatre, under the management of Mr. Daven- 
port, closed last week with a loss to him of upwards of £100, 
the receipts for 21 nights having been only £49. 

The great ‘nuSical festival this year will take place at Birming- 
ham, and it is expected Mendelsshon will come over to conduct his 
Oratorio of St.Paul. The meeting of the three choirs will be 
held at Hereford. There is a report that a festival on a splendid 
seale will be given at Edinburgh in the autumn; if so, the 
Derby amateurs will donbtlessly avail themselves of the principal 
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performers’ services, as they goto or return from the Scottisk 
metropolis. . : 

The Purcell Club held its first meeting on Thursday., at the 
Sussex Hotel, Bouverie Street, and about 50 gentlemen sat down 
to dinner, Mr. Edward Taylor in the chair, and Mr. Turle was 
conductor of the music. Mr. Turle, organist of Westminster 
Abbey, (a situation held by Purcell himself,) instituted. this 
club, whose object is to do honor to the memory of the most il- 
lustrious of English musicians, by the performance of his unri- 
valled compositions. The music selected on this occasion, from the 
works of Purcell, shewed the wonderful range of genius of that 
composer, who, at a period when music could hardly be said to 
have existed in England, produced masterpieces in every branch 
of the art, from the sublime anthem and impassioned dramatic 
scene, to the simple ballad and gay catch, which none of his 
successors have been able to equal. © 


Fashionable Lounges. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


Dear Mr. Epiton,—Just wish to sey a word—beg pardon—but will you 
excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my 
friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 
After witnessing the Adelphi performances, 1 drop intoWhite’s celebrated Cigar 
Depot, 415, Strand, trom which place I address you—fill my box with exquisite 
snuff!—choose a real Havannah !—delightful lounge, and choice. company— 
advise all my friends to go. 

On Monday, visit The Western Exchange Bazaar, 10, Old Bond Street,—most 
splendid place—completely rebuilt since the late calamitous fire—thronged by 
the élite of society, who all seem eager to patronise and encourage this Emporium 
of fashion, taste,&economy.—Pop in by the private entrance, 14,BurlingtonArcade. 

First thing after my return on Monday, reload my Palmer’s Pocxet. Toilet ready 
for my Saturday's trip—advise all gallant friends, to call on mio amico in the 
Italian Opera Arcade, and view his new Toilette for the ladies—grand vet with 

prim Aunt Paulina, vows it “her first love and her last !°* , 
‘Tuesday, attend a large party of fashionables to Mapams Tussavp’s inter- 
esting Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square—saw 
the new additions, correct likenesses of Lord Eldon, Oliver Cromwell, the late 
lamented Malibran, the Duchess of Kent, Priness Victoria, Lord Hill, &c. &c. 

Why is Perrine’s aplendid Winter stock of Hats, like celebrated perfor- 
mers ?—because they are waterproof like Reeve~—elegant like Vestris—durable 
as Braham—& light as the step of Taglioni ! They are as cheap as theBoxes at 
reduced prices, & as well known as the finest Opera, forPgRRinGCaps them all. 

_ Wednesday accompanied my Country Cousins to visit Kenpaut and Son’s 
Civet Cat, 447, West Strand, they were quite astonished ot the dressing-room 
ornaments, bijoutiere, perfumery, . toilets, workboxes, &c.—purchased an im- 
mense quautity of Christmas presents—they meanto advise all their friends to go. 

Friday, step into Turrill’s, 250 Regent Street, cannot help expressing my ad- 
miration at his beautiful and costly articles for Sale, consisting of Dressing 
Cases, Writing Desks, Work Boxes, Jewel Cases, Cutlery, &c. Most splendid 
collection—equal to the best exhibition inLondon—the inventions truly wondeful. 








Called on friend Evans at his Hotel, Piazza, Covent Garden, to visit his~ 


splendidCoffee Room, had an excellent coffee-room dinner for 2s. After my refresh- 
ment popt into the Harmonic Meeting held down stairs as usual, so pleased 
stayed there a week, for which I only paid a Guinea for bed & breakfast, by 
the bye an excellent Table d’ Hote every Wednesday at half-past 5, 

On Saturday, | examine Wiss Lindwood’s curious Need'e~Work, Leicester 
square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Every evening, after the Theatre, 1 and my friends.cress over from fusgselt 
Court. to Brett’s in Drury Lane, (No. 109,) for a févw glasses of Ginger, or 


Muiled Elder, or other British Vines; when I poy a bottle or tv.o into my: 


pocket, with a single bottle of Brett’s British Cognac, for since Mrs, Pry’se »n- 
nection with the Tempernce Society she take - -he latter article only medicinially. 
but ITintrude beg pardon—Your’s &c.—PAUL PRY . 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, the Opera of 


CINDERELLA. 


Felix, Mr.WILSON, Baron Pumpolino, Mr GIUBELEI, 
. Alidoro, MrHENRY, Dandini, Mr SEGUIN , 
Pedro, Mr MEADOWS, Page, MissMARSHALL, 
Cinderella, Miss ROMER, 
Clorinda, Miss BETTS, Thisbe, Mrs EAST, 
Fairy Queen, Miss LEE. 
To conclude with, (3lst time) an entirely new Christmas Pantomime, called 


HARLEQUIN 


And Old Gammer Gurton ; 
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MOUNT SKIDDAW, (BY STAR-LIGHT.) 
Mago, Mr. MEARS, Stophiles, Mr. HONNER, Attendant Spirits, Spirits, 
INTERIOR OF THE VILLAGE. 
Robin, {a Forrester, elder Son to Gammer Gurton,) “Miss POOLE, 
Cobb, Mr. RICHARDSON, Gammer Gurton, Mr’ HENRY, 
Dame Chatte, Mr SHUTER, 
Emma, Miss FAIRBROTHER, Tyb, Mrs EAST, Doll. Miss BARNETT, 
COUNTRY CHURCH SEEN THROUGH A FOREST. 
Cerulia, (Queen of the Fairies, & Protectoress of Old GammerGurton) MissMarshal] , 
INTERIOR OF ‘THE BAILIE’S HOUSE. 
Maister Baylie, Mr Fenton, Scapethrift, Mr Blake, Beadle, Mr Bounce, 
FAIRY LAKE, BY MOONLIGHT, 
A STREET IN GREENWICH. 
Uarlequin, Mr. HOWELL, Columbine, MissFATIRBROTHER, 


Clown, Mr T. MATTHEWS, Pantaloon, Mr F: SUTTON: 
if? The Eclipse, (on this Occasion only) by the Sun and Moon. 
i WATER MILL AND PUBLIC HOUSE. 
Miller, Mr Flour, Angler, Mr Nibble, 
COACH OFFICE AND SHOE SHOP. 
Windsor Peas, Master and Miss Marshsll , 


Chambermaid, Sally Sly, 
FISHMONGER'S STALL‘ AND BEER SHOP. 


THE POPULAR CASHEWNUT DANCE, 
INTERIOR OF .A KITCHEN! 
* Washerwoman, MrsCooke, Skeleton, Mr Bones, Capers, by Messrs, Dance 
A POTTERY, AND PRINTING OFFICE. 
THE NEW NATIONAL GALLERY: 

A CELEBRATED MAN OF FASHION, By JIM cROoW?!!: 
ERONAUTIKON ! or, Jouruey of the Great Ballon, representing 
Views of the following places, as seen therefrom 

; IN THE LATE RIAL VOYAGE. 
{=—{(Day-light)—Vauxhall Gerdens. “Now I’m furnished for my flight—Macbeth. 
2.—The Thames, St. Paul’s, The Bridges. 3.—Greenwich Hospital and Park— 
Woolwich. 4.—The Medway, Gad’s Hill. Rochester Bridge, Castle, and 
Cathedral. 5.—(Twi-light)—Dover Castle, and Town. Harbour and Sbakspeare’s 
Clif. 6.—(Night)—The Chanel. 7.—(Moon-light)—Calais Pier, and the Re- 
volving Light. 8.—(Morning)—The Rhine. Cologne Cathedral. Bridge of 
Boats.—Deutz. 9.—Bonn—Seven Mountains—Drachenfels. 10.—The Moseile 


—Coblentz, and Ehrenbrietstein. 11.—Club. Ruinsof Gutenfels & the Pfaltz 
13.—Bigen, Mausethurm, Earenfels, Rudensheim, and Johan- 
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12.—Barcarach. , 
nesberg. 14.—Mayence, Dom Kirche, &c. Toy Shop, and Confectioner's- 
The Basaltic Cavern. Cerulia’s Enchanted Bower, in'the centre of which will 


: take place a Splendid Irradiation of Fireworks, 
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Theatre Royal; Covent Garden. 








This Evening, Shakspeare’s Tragedy of 


Richard the Third: 


Or, the Battle of Bosworth Field. 


King Henry, Mr G. BENNETT, . 

Duke of Buckingham ........ Mr PRITCHARD, 
Richard, Duke of Glo’ster, MrVANDENHOFFP, 
Prince of Wales, Miss LANE, 
SS, ere reer ree »- Miss MALE, 
Henry, Earl of Richmond, Mr.H. WALLACK, 
Tressel, Mr J. WEBSTER, 


ee Leibcewees Mr RANSFORD, 
Stanley, Mr THOMPSON. 

COE 64.44. one oseens ete ee Mr BENDER, 

Ratcliffe, Mr HARRIS, 
Oxford, Mr Collett. Blunt, Mr Beckett. 
Lieutenant of the Tower, Mr Huckel, 
Lord Mayor .........- anaes eoeee Mr TILBURY 
Tyrrell, Mr Smith, 

Dighton, Mr Jones, Forrest, Mr Paulo. 
Lady Anne, Miss VINCENT, 

EE a re Mrs W. WEST, 


Duchess of York, Mrs GARRICK. 











After which, the Nautical Melo-Drama, called 


THE PIiLoOoyr, 


A Tale of the Sea. 


ThePilot, MrG.BENNETT, Capt.Barnstable, MrPRITCHARD, 
Capt.Boroughcliffe;MrW EBSTER, Capt.Manson,MrTHOMAS, 
Long Tom Coffin, (the Coxswain) Mr T. P. COOKE, 
Colonel Howard, MrTHOMPSON, YoungMerry, MrFENTON, 
Sergeant Drill, MrM’IAN, Lieut.Griffith, MrJ. WEBSTER, 
Captain of the Alacrity, Mr HARRIS, 


Kate Plowden, Miss VINCENT, — Cicilia, Miss LAND, 
Irishwoman, Mrs GARKICK. 


Priuted and Published, every Morning, by E. & J. Thomas, 6, Exeter Street, 
Exeter Hall, Strand.—All Lecters to be post paid:—Printing in General. 
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